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1. Purpose of report  
 
1.1  To provide details of how the D-Day Museum Collections will be developed to 

deliver the aspirations for the new D-Day Museum displays, which will open in 
late 2017 as part of the Transforming the D-Day Museum project.  

 
 
2. Recommendations 
 
  The Cabinet Member for Culture Leisure and Sport: 

 
2.1  Approves the preparation of a separate collection development policy for 

 the D-Day Museum. 
 

2.2  Notes the recent acquisition of artefacts for the D-Day Museum's new 
 displays, both purchases funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant 
 and donations from the public. 

 

2.3  Notes that non-collection items from the old displays which are not 
 required for the new D-Day Museum displays will be disposed of 
 according to Portsmouth City Council procedures. 

 

2.4  Approves the transfer or disposal of larger accessioned items which are 
 not required for the new D-Day Museum displays and which the museum 
 does not have the storage space or funds to place in storage for the long 
 term. This process will be carried out according to the Museums' 
 Collections Development Policy. 

 

2.5  Notes that the D-Day Museum is pursuing loans of artefacts from 
 museums in the UK and abroad, for use in its new displays. 
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2.6  Notes the planned loan to the Juno Beach Centre museum in Normandy of 
 one or more artefacts from the D-Day Museum's collection.  

 
3. Background 
 
3.1 Conservation Plan 

 
3.1.1 The development of the Transforming the D-Day Museum project has benefitted 
 from the preparation of a number of reports as required by the project's main 
 funder, the HLF. The Conservation Plan, prepared in 2015 by consultants as 
 part of the 2nd Round HLF bid, included a review of existing policies pertaining to 
 the management of the council's museum collections relating to D-Day, their 
 significance and actions required to raise standards of care and access. This 
 report included thirteen recommendations, implementation of which is one of the 
 approved purposes of the HLF grant and one of the outcomes that will be 
 monitored. The plan made various recommendations including:  

 
3.1.2 Focussing future collecting on artefacts that have good provenance, meaning a 

known connection to the story of D-Day, such as having belonged to a specific 
person who took part in the campaign, or being linked to a known place in 
Normandy - as opposed to generic Second World War equipment without known 
history. The distinction between these two types of objects is not always made in 
the museum's current displays, and reflects how the displays were originally put 
together in a short period of time. 

 
3.1.3 That we formally define what constitutes the D-Day Museum Collection (e.g. 

what period does it cover, in what circumstances would retain or acquire more 
general Second World War material and so on) and prepare a D-Day Museum 
Collection Development Policy (as opposed to the existing one for the Museums 
Services collections as a whole). 

 
3.1.4 The Conservation Plan also questioned our understanding of the D-Day 

Museum collection as an entity and how it fits with other related museum 
collections. As part of the D-Day Collections Audit, carried out in 2015, we have 
identified 427 institutions from 16 countries that hold archive or museum 
collections relating to the Normandy campaign. As well as the more obvious 
military museum/archive sources, these also include for example the archives of 
companies that produced equipment used on D-Day. This is a first stage in the 
process of understanding how the collection fits alongside the holdings of other 
museums and archives. 

 
3.2 D-Day Museum Collection parameters 

 
3.2.1 Our work on the new displays for the D-Day Museum has enabled us to further 

consider the parameters of the museum's collection and the issue of the 
provenance of artefacts in several ways.  
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3.2.2 We have begun developing the storylines that will form part of the new D-Day 

Museum displays, including considering which artefacts will play the most 
significant roles, and how different artefacts relate to the stories that we are 
telling. Using objects to tell the story, rather than merely illustrating it, will be a 
key characteristic of the new displays. This process has confirmed the breadth 
of the museum's collections, but has also highlighted certain gaps in the 
collections such as material about non-British participation in D-Day, or 
Occupied France.  

 
3.2.3 We have worked with a museum exhibition interpretative planner (a consultant) 

to determine what aspects of Second World War history to include or exclude 
from the new displays. Focussing the displays in this way ensures that they will 
provide a clear message for our visitors, which is increasingly important given 
that, compared to several decades ago when the museum opened, many 
visitors do not arrive at the museum with a detailed knowledge of this period of 
history. While the museum is titled the D-Day Museum, it is important to place 
the D-Day Landings on 6 June 1944 in context, using both events leading up to 
that point and the subsequent fighting in Normandy.  

 
3.2.4 The starting point for the displays will be the May-June 1940 Dunkirk 

Evacuation, as the withdrawal of the British armed forces from continental 
Europe meant that Britain and her allies would in the future need to return with a 
stronger force - as happened four years later on D-Day - in order to liberate 
France and defeat the Nazi regime.  

 
3.2.5 While the new displays will focus on the preparations for D-Day and events in 

Normandy, some wider context will be included. For example, the displays will 
include the contribution of US manufacturing in producing some of the 
equipment used by many of the allied nations on D-Day.  

 
3.2.6 The core of the displays will focus on events in Normandy from D-Day (6 June 

1944) to the end of August 1944 and the liberation of Paris, which is the period 
generally known as the Battle of Normandy.  

 
3.2.7 The "Legacy" section of the displays will also look at the post-war period, 

considering for example what it was like for Normandy veterans (and their 
families) when they returned home, or the activities of Normandy veterans (for 
example, membership of veteran's organisations, and talking about their 
experiences with other people). 

 
3.2.8 Our discussions with a range of museums in the UK, Normandy and USA have 

determined that the number of artefacts with a known connection to D-Day 
(meaning that they were actually used on D-Day by a known person) is relatively 
small. In contrast, objects connected with a person who served on D-Day, but 
that were not actually there on the day, are more common (these would include, 
for example, items of uniform issued to a soldier near the end of the war to 
replace their uniform that was damaged or dirty due to being worn in battle – the 
latter often being destroyed). 
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3.3 Other military history collecting areas 

 
 While the D-Day Museum's collections will be increasingly focussed as 

described above, the Museums will continue to collect material relating to 
Portsmouth's military history and the armed forces service of Portsmouth 
people. This includes, for example, material relating to the First World War 
which was used in the "Lest we Forget" exhibition at Portsmouth Museum in 
2014. Such material would form part of the wider Portsmouth Museums 
Collection.  

 
3.4 Decant and disposal 

 
 The first stage of the redevelopment work in the D-Day Museum building 

(decant) will involve removing all the artefacts from the current displays. Any 
items that we will not be using in the new displays (because of lack of 
provenance or lack of space), and that due to their size we will not have the 
space to store or the budget to pay for long-term storage for, will need to be 
transferred to another museum or otherwise disposed of, as set out in the 
Museums' Collections Development Policy. In the first place, such items will be 
offered to another Accredited museum. These include the following accessioned 
items (please see Appendix 1 for notes on non-accessioned items): 

 

 1990/18, Hoover. 

 1995/51, DKW NZ solo German motorcycle.  

 1995/53, Willy's jeep (no engine, currently used in glider scene).  

 1990/1401, Dingo armoured car.  

3.5 Loans 
 
3.5.1 It is common for museums to borrow artefacts from each other (generally for a 

limited period). D-Day Museum staff have been in touch with a number of 
relevant museums to enquire about the possibility of loans to fill certain gaps in 
the museum’s own collections. These museums include: 

 
 In the UK: Imperial War Museum, National Museum of the Royal Navy, 

National Army Museum, BBC, Hampshire Regiment Museum, Museum of 

Army Flying, Tank Museum. 

 In Normandy: Memorial de Caen, Memorial Pegasus, D-Day Museum at 

Arromanches, Juno Beach Centre. 

 Elsewhere in France: various Resistance museums. 

 In USA: National World War II Museum, National D-Day Memorial, First 

Division Museum. 

 As well as a number of private individuals and families. 
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3.5.2 We plan to lend the Juno Beach Centre in Normandy one or more artefacts 

from the D-Day Museum's collection, in exchange for borrowing artefacts from 
the Juno Beach Centre for the D-Day Museum's displays. We are still 
discussing the exact choice of artefacts, but they might for example include a 
white ensign flag from landing craft LCT 2047 which landed troops at Juno 
Beach (2004/3014). 

 
3.6 Purchases 

 
 The D-Day Museum's Heritage Lottery Fund grant includes a budget of £15,000 

for making new acquisitions for the museum's collections, for use in the new 
displays. This budget also has to cover the cost of loans for the displays, which 
is likely to require a significant proportion of the budget (for example that we 
intend to borrow several artefacts from a US museum, which will mean paying 
for flights from the US to the UK plus hotel rooms for a member of staff who is 
couriering the items to us). This funding has already enabled us to acquire items 
for the collections which fill some gaps in what the museum holds, particularly 
relating to Occupied France and the French Resistance 1940-1944. Please see 
Appendix 2 for list of items purchased to date that will be used in the new D-Day 
Museum displays. 

 
3.7 Donations 

 
  The majority of the D-Day Museum's collections have been acquired through the 

generosity of veterans, their families and other individuals and organisations 
who have donated artefacts. Please see Appendix 3 for list of items donated in 
the past 12 months, some of which are likely to be used in the new D-Day 
Museum displays. 

 
4. Reasons for recommendations 
 
4.1  The development of the D-Day Museum's collections as described above is 

driven by the following:  
 
4.2  The £5m project to redevelop the D-Day Museum. £4m of this funding is being 

provided by the Heritage Lottery Fund, which comes with certain conditions on 
the management and development of the museum's collections. 

 
4.3  Our increasingly detailed plans for the new displays, which mean that we have 

conducted our most thorough ever review of the museum's collections and how 
they can be used to tell the story of D-Day in a way that is suitable for a broad 
audience. 

 
4.4 A renewed focus on collecting material with a provenance to a known individual, 
 place or event connected with D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, as opposed to 
 wider Second World War material 'of the type' used in the campaign. 
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4.5 Our limited capacity for storing that part of the collection which is not on display - 
especially the lack of storage space for larger items. 

 
4.6 The existing Museums' Collections Development Policy 2013 - 2018. 

 
4.7  The development of a Collection Development Policy for the D-Day Museum 

alone (as opposed to the existing one for the Museums Services collections as a 
whole) is in line with recommendations of Conservation Plan. It is also one of the 
approved purposes of the Heritage Lottery grant received by the D-Day Museum 
in 2016, meaning that drawing up this Policy is a condition of receiving the grant. 

 
 
5. Equality impact assessment (EIA) 
 
5.1 A preliminary EIA has been completed and this is attached (Appendix 4) 
 
 
6. Legal comments 
 
6.1 There are no legal implications arising directly from the recommendations in this 

report other than the exceptions outlined below. 
  
6.2  The Heritage Lottery Fund award letter is accompanied by the standard terms 

and additional grant conditions which will need to be complied with to ensure 
clawback provisions are not invoked for non-compliance. 

 
6.3  Under Part 2, Section 3 of the City's Council Constitution (responsibilities of the 

Cabinet and further in accordance with the Schedule of Delegations at Appendix 
A of the Executive Procedure Rules in Part 3 of the Constitution, the Cabinet 
Member for Culture, Leisure and Sport has authority to approve the 
recommendations in this report. 

 
6.4  A Local Authority has power to do anything that individuals generally may do 

under the general power of competence Section 1(1) of the Localism Act 2011. 
The proposals recommended are consistent with this power and the Councils 
Museum Collections Development Policy dated 2013-2018 and associated 
legislation. 

 
 
7. Director of Finance comments 
 
7.1 The recommendations in this report have and will continue to be implemented 

within the financial resources of the service. 
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……………………………………………… 
Signed by:  
Stephen Baily 
Director of Culture and City Development 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix 1 - List of items to be transferred or disposed 
 
Appendix 2 - List of items purchased to date that will be used in the new D-Day 
Museum displays. 
 
Appendix 3 - List of items donated in the past twelve months, some of which are 
likely to be used in the new D-Day Museum displays. 
 
Appendix 4 : Preliminary EIA 
 
 
Background list of documents: Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
The following documents disclose facts or matters, which have been relied upon to a 
material extent by the author in preparing this report: 
 

Title of document Location 

N/A  

 
 
 
The recommendation(s) set out above were approved/ approved as amended/ deferred/ 
rejected by Cabinet Member for Culture, Leisure and Sport on 15 July 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by:  
Cabinet Member for Culture, Leisure and Sport 
  



 

 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk 

 
Appendix 1 
 
List of items that will need to be transferred to another museum or otherwise 
disposed of because they will not be used in the new displays and that due to their 
size we will not have the space to store or the budget to pay for long-term storage 
for.  
 
Accessioned collection items 
 
1. 1990/18, Hoover. 
2. 1995/51, DKW NZ solo German motorcycle.  
3. 1995/53, Willy's jeep (no engine).  
4. 1990/1401, Dingo armoured car.  
 
Unaccessioned, non-collection items  
 
1. Various larger unaccessioned items of furniture used as set dressing e.g. tables 

and chairs. 
2. Various smaller unaccessioned items used in displays e.g. cups and saucers. 
3. Eisenhower, Churchill and Roosevelt mannequins. Other mannequins will be 

retained for future use, but these will be disposed of because they have wax faces 
depicting these leaders and are in fixed positions which limits their use elsewhere in 
our museums. 

4. Certain items of clothing worn by mannequins in displays, where very worn, surplus 
to requirements, replica rather than original and therefore not required for future 
use, or unusable for other purposes because coated with resin (meaning that the 
garment is fixed in one position). Some clothing from mannequins will be kept for 
future use in displays, at events etc.  

5. Southwick House wall map replica. We will not be using this in the new displays, but 
intend to keep at least the central part of the replica for future use in events and 
activities etc. Due to limited storage space we may decide to dispose of part of it. 

6. Mockup of section of Horsa glider, created by D-Day Museum staff. 
7. Painted glider scene on left wall of glider scene. Painted wrecked houses scene in 

background.  
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Appendix 2 
 
List of items purchased to date that will be used in the new D-Day Museum displays. 
 
1. French Resistance newspaper "Patrie", December 1943 
2. British Army emergency ration tin with part-eaten contents, collected by French boy 

from Pegasus Bridge area shortly after the fighting. 
3. Two US V-mail letters, one from soldier of 112th Infantry Regt. in 1943 about being 

in UK before D-Day, one from soldier of 25th Infantry Regt. dated July 1944 about 
being in Normandy. 

4. A "death card" for German soldier killed on D-Day, produced by his family. 
5. Four French Vichy regime "Bon de solidarite" notes, type of propaganda for the 

regime. 
6. A US poster "I need your skill in a war job", encouraging US workers to do war 

work. 
7. Two Free French (FFI) armbands that belonged to Roger Moise, a member of the 

Jade Amicol Resistance network, plus authenticating letter. 
8. US Bronze Star medal awarded to Major Bernhard J. Brungs of OSS, with original 

citation (for service from D-Day to end of war). 
9. A German minefield marker. 
10. A "two sons in service" banner from USA, displayed by householder to indicate that 

they had two sons serving in the US armed forces. 
11. A large collection of artefacts and documents relating to US soldier James O'Hara 

who served in Normandy 1944. 
12. Two radios secretly used by French civilians to listen to the BBC during the German 

occupation of France.  
13. An electrical detonator for explosives, used by the French Resistance in the Vercors 

region of France. 
14. A French Vichy regime poster blaming the English for France's problems at the time 

of French defeat by the Germans, 1940.  
15. A poster produced by the Germans during occupation of France, warning the 

French against acts of sabotage or resistance, 1942. 
16. Various items of German military equipment adapted by French people for civilian 

use. 
17. A French Resistance armband mounted on card, sent back to USA by a veteran. 
18. Six photographs: three showing men of Princess Irene Brigade (Dutch troops) 

training in UK and in action in Normandy; two of German soldiers at the Eiffel Tower 
in 1944; one of British troops in training, 1944 (all wartime prints). 

19. “L’Amerique en Guerre” US propaganda leaflet dropped on France, 1944. 
20. Postcard sent to France by Frenchman in a labour camp in Germany, 1944. 
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Appendix 3 
 
List of items donated in the past twelve months, some of which are likely to be used 
in the new D-Day Museum displays. 
 
1. Collection of veteran's and commemorative items belonging to the late Normandy 

veteran Roland Jefferson (Normandy Veterans Association national standard 
bearer for many years), including his NVA blazer, an NVA standard, programmes 
for church services etc. 

2. Collection of mainly commemorative items belonging to the late Normandy veteran 
Ken Collins, Normandy Veterans Association member. 

3. Documents that belonged to Normandy veteran John Salt, who landed on Juno 
Beach on D-Day with the County of London Yeomanry. 

4. Eleven maps/charts relating to Lieutenant Commander Oliver Dawkins who served 
on a minesweeper on D-Day. 

5. Medals and badges that belonged to local Normandy veteran Robert Thornburrow. 
6. A NAAFI cap badge which belonged to Mrs J. Malthouse, who provided 

refreshments to troops in a New Forest camp before D-Day. 
7. "Life" magazine 6/3/1944, including a picture story about US troops assembling in 

UK before D-Day. 
8. Items collected by Normandy veteran Harry Backinsell, including unused sick bags 

issued for the crossing to Normandy shortly after D-Day. 
9. Documents that belonged to Jack Spurrier who was Deputy Stores Victualling 

Officer at the Royal Clarence Victualling Yard at Gosport 1943-1946, mainly relating 
to provision of food for D-Day fleet. 

10. A Playstation 2 game 'Medal of Honor Frontline', which includes scenes on D-Day. 
The donor's grandfather is a Normandy veteran. 

11. A ship's wheel that was temporarily fitted to steel Mulberry Harbour 'Beetle' 
pontoons while they were being towed along the River Thames from the Thorpe 
Bros. yard at East or West Molesey in West London, to the mouth of the Thames.  

12. Royal Navy officer's sword, medals and photos of Surgeon Commander Bill McKee 
RN, who served on HMS Enterprise on D-Day. 

13. The war diary of No.1 Beach Squadron RAF, which landed in Normandy on D-Day. 
In German army pouch. 

14. A wartime drawing showing 'Gooseberry' Harbour at Juno Beach, Normandy, after 
D-Day. 

15. Ten photos of Mulberry Harbour components in UK and Normandy, which belonged 
to Sir Geoffrey Burton, involved in making the Harbours. 

 
Certain other donations that have been made to the museum military history collections 
over the past twelve months are not listed here because they relate to Portsmouth's 
military history rather than the story of D-Day, or are not so suitable for the new displays. 
However they are appreciated as additions to our collections and in future can potentially 
be used in other displays and activities. 
 


